




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	It is not deemed necessary to enter into a moredetailed account of the history of this discoverythan the outline above given, as the newspapers,magazines, and technical journals have alreadygiven much space to the subject. The followingpages will therefore be devoted to a brief explanationof the X ray phenomena, followed bya description of the various items of apparatusemployed and of the methods of using the sameto produce the effects which are now becomingso generally known.The generation of the X rays is at the presenttime wholly electrical. It is possible that theremay later be discovered some other means ofproducing them, but at this day there seems tobe no well authenticated fact to prove that therehas been any other source of generation discovered.Like the electric current itself, the mysteriousX rays are invisible ; their presence being knownonly by the effects produced under proper conditions.There has been a popular misconceptionthat the X rays proceed from a glass vacuumtubegiving a light of dazzling brilliancy, but suchis not the fact, for very frequently the vacuumtubeunder excitation will glow, or fluoresce,so faintly that the whole illumination would not
	The X rays allowed to fall directly upon asensitized photographic plate will affect it in thesame way as it would be affected by light rays.A plate so exposed would, after development,yield prints of a clear white.Now, for comparison, let us expose two sensitizedplates, one to ordinar}7 light ra}^s and theother to the X rays, first placing over each plate,so as to cover it entirely, a piece of wood, a book,
	The best kind of photographic plates for Xray work are those which have a heavy coatingof film. These are specially made for this workby some of the well known manufacturers. Anygood developer may be used, but for generalwork, and especially for amateurs, "Metol " developeris strongly recommended and has been usedby the writer with considerable success. Thedeveloper put up in dry form by J. Carbutt ofPhiladelphia, and know as the "J. C. Tabloids,"has also been much recommended by many



