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RADIOACTIVE WATERS AND SOLUTIONS

Whenever a new substance is identified by the
research of chemists, whenever a new force is developed
through the investigations of the physicists, whenever
a philosopher propounds some new concept in the field
of thought or mental activity, an inspired charlatan or
promoter is likely to seize on the substance, the device
or the idea and exploit it for the cure of disease as
a means of personal gain. The history of medicine
is replete with records to substantiate this statement.
Gold cures, electric cures, magnetic cures, radium cures,
and cures by all sorts of means of reenforcing the
power of suggestion, have been collected by the
hundreds and their names carefully indexed in the files
of the Bureau of Investigation of the American
Medical Association.

Not many years have passed since the Council on
Pharmacy and Chemistry, basing its decision on the
thenn available evidence, admitted to New and Non-
official Remedies various preparations containing in
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solution radium or radium emanation, and various
devices for causing radium emanation to pass into
drinking water. True, the evidence was not extremely
well controlled or profuse in amount, but there seemed
to be a demand by physicians for such preparations and
the Council considered it worth while to set up at least
minimum  standards of radium content or radium
activity. Actually, innumerable preparations were on
the market which contained insufficient radium to have
any demonstrable effects. There were jars for con-
ferring radioactivity on the waters they contained with
not enough radium in the walls of the jars even slightly
to disturb the leaf of an electroscope. A considerable
period of time has now elapsed since such preparations
first became available. The evidence in support of the
contention that radioactive drinking waters are useful
for the control of disease or for the benefit of human
health has not been profuse in amount or inspiring
in scientific value. Indeed, a survey of more recent
publications inclines to a dismissal of the entire matter
as unproved and unsubstantiated. For this reason, no
doubt, the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry has
isstied the following statement :

From an gxaminati011 of the available evidence, it appears
that the value of the internal use of radium solutions or of
water contatiiing radon in chronic arthritis, " gout, neuritis
and high blood pressure is not demonstrated by controlled
clinical evidence; that in spite of many years of trial, accept-
able evidence has not become available and until such evidence
does become available the Council has decided not to accept
generators for the production of water charged with radon
or radium solutions intended for intravenous use,

The announcement by the Council on Pharmacy and
Chemistry disposes of the claims made for all sorts of
solutions and for the devices to be used in preparation
of such solutions, whether they contain considerable
amounts of radium or merely enough to confer activity
resembling the flavor of chicken soup when the chicken
has had to do double duty as stewed chicken and chicken
soup flavor. Today there are offered both to physicians
and directly to the public solutions of radium and
of radon, for drinking, for bathing and for injection,
with claims of virtue not only in the conditions men-
tioned in the report of the Council but also for anemia,
rejuvenation, regeneration, leukemia, boils, blackheads
and pimples. Rejuvenation has become a catchword
for promoting all sorts of strange preparations and
apparatus. The venders capitalize suppressed wishes
and desires and exploit all that the power of suggestion
1s able to do for the impotent. This they do, let it be
emphasized, whether or not the devices provide any
considerable amount of radium activity. But the state-
ment by the Council settles the matter regardless! In
one of the dialogues of the two Black Crows, Moran
imitates the blowing of a trumpet. After a ifew
moments Mack says: “Even 1f that was good I
wouldn’t like it.” Of the radioactive drinking waters it
may now be said: “Even if they did have some radio-
activity, there 1s no evidence that they would have any
value.”
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